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"DAR Ties Us Together" 

Through Threads of Unity, Purpose and Friendship 

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 2 NOVEMBER  2024 

State Regent’s Message - Hollie Gilliland 

Dear Utah Daughters, 

This Autumn has been an absolute thrill as your State Regent! Visiting 
chapters has been such a joyful and fulfilling journey. The warm wel-
comes I’ve received have truly brightened my travels. I also had the 
pleasure of attending my very first Leadership Training Week and the 
National Board of Management Meeting in Washington, D.C. Every mo-
ment was unforgettable—equal parts learning and laughter with my fel-
low State Regents! 

Can you believe it? The 2025 Utah State Conference is only a few short 
months away! This year, we’re gathering at the beautiful Radisson Hotel 
in the heart of downtown Salt Lake City. Have you reserved your room 
yet? Now is the perfect time! The link is included at the end of this mes-
sage. Our theme, “Awaken Your Inner Patriot”, promises a meaningful 
and memorable experience, and I can’t wait to see each of you there! 

As we move into the holiday season, I send my warmest wishes for a 
wonderful Thanksgiving and a very Merry Christmas. May your holidays 
be filled with joy, warmth, and countless blessings. 

 

Yours in DAR friendship, 

Hollie 

 

2025 Utah State Conference – April 24-26 

Radisson Hotel 

Book Your Room Now 

The Gilliland Gazette 
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Each year an eye-catching program is created for our 
annual State Conference. In order to cover the consid-
erable costs to publish this program, we invite you to 
consider contributing.  We ask for the submission of 
one to two ads from each Chapter as well as one 
from each State Officer and Honorary State Re-
gent.   We welcome ads from anyone wishing to help 
support our efforts in bringing our State Society an 
amazing conference with a program to match. 
 
As in years past, each ad costs $50.  Why so 
much?  The cost to print last year's program was a 
bargain at just under $1,000.  Consider keeping yours 
as a keepsake or record for your chapter or personal 
histories. 
 
Ideas for Ads could include honoring a family mem-
ber who is in DAR or a past chapter or state regent. 
Memorials for chapter members who have 
passed.  Spotlights of Members who go the extra 
mile in accomplishing DAR objectives or who are cel-
ebrating DAR anniversaries.  You may want to have a 
photo of your chapter officers or an outstanding pro-
gram or service project that your chapter participated 
in. How about a State or Chapter Committee that you 
are the chair of. What a fantastic opportunity to let 
our members know what you have accomplished in 
your position.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Multi-generational member tributes are especially 
fun..  It is often surprising to learn that many of our 
members are related.  I did one several years ago 
with my mom and three CAR daughters to show the 
beauty of family relationships within DAR.  
 
Please send your submissions as soon as you can, 
but no later than March 27, 2025 by emailing your 
submissions to ViceRegent@utahdar.org.  Payment 
for ads should be sent directly to our State Treasur-
er.  Please make checks payable to USSDAR and mail 
to Diana Nielsen, State Treasurer, 2234 N 700 E, Pro-
vo, UT 84604.  Please indicate the purpose of the 
funds e.g., "ad for conference program" in the memo 
line. 
 
Please send any questions or request for the tem-
plate to vice-regent@utahdar.org. 

 State Conference 

What is an Ad? 
by Valerie Hunt, USSDAR First Vice-Regent  

Pony Express Chapter Members:  Kylee Hunt, Valerie Hunt, Kenzi Hunt Flo-
res, Rena Mills, Alexis Hunt Newman. Taken in 2020.  

Photo by Shauna Hunt Photography.  
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Calling All Talented Utah Daughters! 
Now is the perfect time to work on your project for the 2024-2025 American Heritage Contest, where you 
can showcase your unique skills and creativity. 
 
2024-2025 Contest Theme: 
“Memorial Continental Hall: Our Monument to the Patriots of the American Revolution” 
The historic clothing era is 1905. What would you wear to the first Continental 
Congress in our building? 
 
Contest Categories: 
With seven main categories and numerous subcategories, there's a place for 
every DAR Daughter to shine. Categories include: 
 
• Art and Sculpture 
• Crafts 
• Fiber Arts 
• Jewelry 
• Literature & Drama 
• Music 
• Photography 
 
Each category has unique requirements, so be sure to review the website before starting your project. Here 
are a few important steps: 
 
• Complete and sign the entry form. 
• Submit photos of your project, including some in-progress shots. 
• Check specific entry requirements for each category on the website and NIP. 
• Write a compelling narrative (Note: Narratives can be used to break contest ties). 
 
Important Dates: 
• Entries may be submitted via email from January 2, 2025 – February 15, 2025, to the appropriate Nation-

al Vice Chair. 
• Fiber Arts entries must be sent to the State Chair by February 1, 2025. 
• For all submissions, please copy your State Chair at americanheritage@utahdar.org. 
 
For any questions, feel free to reach out. I can’t wait to see your creativity shine in this year’s contest! 

American Heritage Committee 
Danielle Cahoon, State Chair  

 Committee & Club Reports 

DAR Good Citizens Committee 
Valerie Hunt, State Chair  

Good Citizens Committee Chairs - 

Please have the number of schools contacted, certificates and pins needed to Valerie Hunt, DAR Good Citi-
zens State Chair asap (Deadline October 31st).  Remember, if you have more than one school selecting 
Good Citizens winners who write the optional essay, please have your non-DAR member judges select the 
winning essay to be submitted for judging at the State level by December 1st.  



4 

Insignia Committee 
Janet Otterness, State Chair  

The Holidays are fast approaching and what better present could a Daughter receive at this time than a pin to treasure and pass 
on to their daughters. I have been asked for gift ideas by family members and wanted to share one idea with 
you.  Some creative Daughters have created a ribbon of Commemorative Event Insignia highlighting the Limited 250th 
Anniversary Series Commemorative pins, which may be worn both on and off of the official ribbon.  Let’s celebrate! 
        
#1 America 250! 
This DAR America 250! pin, the first in a limited 250th Anniversary series commemorating the 250th anniversary of the 
United States of America. Featuring ornate detailing and vivid enamel, it is the perfect way to honor this historic event.  

           
#2 Boston Massacre 1770-2020 
The second in a limited 250th Anniversary series, the DAR Boston Massacre 1770-2020 pin was designed to com-
memorate the Boston Massacre. The pin’s detailed 3D center was inspired by Paul Revere’s famous engraving.  
 
#3 Daughters of Liberty 
Daughters of Liberty Pin honors our founding mothers and is the third pin in a limited 250th Anni-
versary series commemorating the 250th anniversary of the United States of America 
           
#4 Sons of Liberty 
Sons of Liberty Pin honors our founding fathers and is the fourth pin in a limited 250th Anniver-
sary series commemorating the 250th anniversary of the United States of America  
 
#5 Liberty Tree 
The Liberty Tree Pin is the fifth in a limited 250th Anniversary series, commemorating the 250th 
anniversary of the United States of America. In 1765 at the liberty tree, a famous elm tree on the       
Boston [Massachusetts] Common, a group of Massachusetts Patriots gathered to protest the  
Stamp Act, the first act of defiance of the American Revolution. 

 
#6: Celebration of the Bicentennial of Lafayette’s Farewell Tour, 1824-1825  
This pin commemorates the July 4, 1900 unveiling of the Lafayette statue in Paris. Five million school children in the  
United State donated to construction of statue; NSDAR funded the statue’s pedestal. 
 
#7: 250th Anniversary of the Boston and Edenton Tea Parties  
Historic tea parties occurred as a protest against "Taxation without Representation." The teapot depict 
ed on the pin is from the DAR Museum collection and the ship represents all of the tea parties that  
occurred between December 16, 1773 and April 1775.  
 
#8: Celebrate the Legacy of Bernardo de Galvez  
Spanish Revolutionary Patriot General Bernardo de Gálvez is best remembered for his role in denying the British the 
ability to encircle the American rebels from the south by pressing British forces in West Florida and for keeping a 
vital flow of supplies to Patriot troops across the colonies. Gálvez was officially recognized by George Washington 
and the United States Congress for his aid during the American Revolution. In 2014, Gálvez was posthumously made 
an honorary citizen of the United States of America.  
 
#9: Rhode Island Gaspee Affair 1772  
On the evening of June 9 and into June 10, 1772, a group of courageous Rhode Islander Patriots captured the British  
crew of the HMS Gaspee, shot the commanding British officer and set fire to the ship, burning her to the waterline.  
This bold and revolutionary act against the British in protest of tax enforcement occurred 18 months prior to the  
Boston Tea Party and was an important spark in revolutionary fervor.  
  
Join the Insignia Committee in sharing the sparkle of America 250! with these beautiful, limited edition commemor- 
ative pins! I can’t wait to add to my two and I look forward to what may come next in the series, so I am letting my  
family members know which ones I covet. 
 
Yours in Sparkling Service, 
Janet Otterness, Insignia Chair 

 Committee & Club Reports 
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Last Call for the State Officers Club Christmas Luncheon! 

Join us on December 7th for a festive gathering filled with fun, friendship, and holiday cheer! Reservations 
are required by November 18th, so don’t miss your chance to be part of this joyous celebration. Everyone is 
welcome! 

Supporting the Utah Food Bank- Help spread the holiday spirit by bringing pantry items to donate or choos-
ing an optional monetary contribution when you register. 

REGISTER NOW! 

For questions, assistance, or to register by phone, please email soc@utahdar.org or call Danielle Cahoon 
at (801) 636-1530. We’re excited to celebrate the season with you! 

State Officers Club—Christmas Luncheon 

 Committee & Club Reports 

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/912d12b9-3a43-4ef1-a348-a5c05e521122?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3wnj4TKUOwwq5A2-453VS9OZUTN8DsWTfEB4I2xMc3IMt1fMzQJGei-gI_aem_UVImwqn-KkZifXE_YFcqaQ
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 Committee & Club Reports 

Chapter Development and Revitalization Commission (CDRC) 
Susan Holt, State Chair 

Have you ever heard of the Chapter Development and Revitalization Commis-
sion, typically abbreviated as the CDRC?  So, what exactly are the duties of the 
Commission?  And why is the Commission important to the Utah membership?   

The mission of the CDRC is to coordinate the combined membership efforts of 
multiple National Committees.  The Utah CDRC consists of the State Regent, 
State Registrar, State Organizing Secretary, State CDRC Chair, State Membership 
Chair, State Lineage Research Chair, State Volunteer Genie Chair, State Junior 
Membership Chair, DAR Leadership Training Courses State Coordinators and the 
State VIS Chair. 

The Utah Commission is responsible for assisting chapters and their members 

with both recruitment and retention efforts.  The theme for the 2024-2026 Gilli-
land Administration is Unite and Inspire: Powering Up Member Engagement. 

To support this theme, the Utah CDRC has developed several programs including 
the Regent’s Roundtable, area Genealogy Workshops, Speaker’s Staff, Work-
shops and a Resource Toolbox.  Future programs include VIS training, working 
with CANVA (marketing tool), Lineage Research insights and developing a strate-
gic plan for our struggling chapters. 

Recently Chapter Regents were asked to complete a Chapter Health Survey which provides vital information 
on the strengths and weaknesses of a chapter.  The CDRC will review the chapter health assessments to 
evaluate the needs of the Utah chapters and develop directives to address these needs.   

Commission members are always looking for opportunities to work with chapter volunteers to increase 
membership but more importantly on methodologies to engage the existing chapter members.  If you are 
willing to help with this endeavor, please reach out to cdrc@utahdar.org.  We would love to hear from you! 

Remember healthy and vibrant chapters impact both recruitment and retention.  Let’s all do our part to en-

sure a sparkly future for not only the eleven Utah Chapters but also for the Utah State Society and the Na-
tional Society. 

Cheers! 

Utah State Society Book Club Launch 
Leslie McClure, State Librarian 

October 23, 2024 marked the successful launch of our USSDAR Library Book Club. 

Those attending the discussion of our first book A Girl Called Samson, were treated to 
a special appearance of New York bestselling author Amy Harmon. Her in depth ex-
planation as to how she discovered Deborah Samson, a woman who disguises her-
self as a soldier and enlists in the Continental Army, and why she chose to include 
her finding love during the American Revolutionary War. If you love historical fiction 
this is your book! 

Amy Harmon, Author 

Susan Holt 

mailto:cdrc@utahdar.org
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 Committee & Club Reports 

Public Relations and Media Committee 
Erin Burns, State Chair 

The Public Relations and Media Committee wants to present awards to every 
chapter for their newsletters, brochures, print media coverage, broadcast me-
dia coverage, digital media coverage, and social media presence. Publicity 
for Commemorative and Community Events is also awarded. Has your chap-
ter presented a media and entertainment award to a deserving member of 
your community? 

Please subscribe prmedia@utahdar.org to receive your chapter newsletter. 
Send any chapter press releases to the State Chair as well! USSDAR wants to 
feature your chapter accomplishments on our Instagram [@ussdar] and the 
State Facebook public page! How is your chapter sharing the sparkle of our 
DAR ties? We need photographs of your events!  

The DAR Members website contains a wealth of resources for chapters; eve-
rything from logos and branding to templates and graphics! The DOC or Daugh-
ters Online Community has a dedicated Public Relations & Media Community you can join to share ideas, 
ask questions, and find even more resources. Please reach to prmedia@utahdar.org with any questions. 

Volunteer Information Services (VIS) Committee 
Amanda Moore, State Chair 

It’s been a busy few months in VIS land, and we have many exciting things 
coming to Utah Daughters! 

We hosted a How To: e-Membership Workshop, published several technolo-

gy tips and tricks, and launched Microsoft Teams for our chapters and 
State Society. Microsoft Teams is a virtual conferencing technology that 
allows us to record meetings. If your chapter has a need to record work-
shops, meetings, etc., please reach out to me at vis@utahdar.org. I will be 
sharing “How To” documentation for Microsoft Teams in the coming weeks. 

Currently, we are working on a several chapter websites that will hopefully 
be debuted by the end of the year. We are also trying to get a Canva Pro Li-
cense for the State Society to create flyers, graphics, and so much more.  

Beginning January, we are partnering with the Chapter Development and Revitalization (CDRC) to host 

monthly technology workshops. We have the following topics planned just for Utah Daughters: Google 
Workspace Overview, Virtual Meetings, Saving & Sharing Documents, and Using Google Drive. If you have 
any other technology topics that you would like covered, please lets us know! 

Again, we are here to help all Utah Daughters with their technology needs. Big or small, just contact           
viscommittee@utahdar.org.  

Erin Burns 

Amanda Moore 

mailto:prmedia@utahdar.org
mailto:prmedia@utahdar.org
mailto:vis@utahdar.org
mailto:viscommittee@utahdar.org
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The Flag of the United States of America Committee 
Jan Piepgrass and Jean George, State Co-Chairs 

The committee has done and is going to continue to: 

• Promote the usage of the American flag in personal and public places. 

• Look for and notify public places (schools, businesses, etc.) when their 

flag is worn and offer to help them to replace it if needed. 

• Share with our chapters fun flag trivia, history, and artwork which they can 
use in their monthly newsletter. 

• Encourage chapters and individuals to purchase a flag flown over Memori-

al Continental Hall at our headquarters building. 

• Encourage chapters to include a “Flag Minute” at each chapter meeting or 
their newsletters. 

• Present Flag Certificates to recognize and show appreciation to individuals and groups who show re-

spectful and correct flag usage.  

• Present a braille flag to a blind or sight-impaired veteran or community member.   

• Distribute The Flag Code leaflets and table-sized flags to schools, veterans’ homes and hospitals, retire-
ment centers, new citizens at naturalization ceremonies, and at patriotic events such as Memorial Day, 
Veterans Day, Flag Day, and 4th of July celebrations. 

 Committee & Club Reports 

Project Patriot Committee 
Vickie Mattson, State Chair 

We will be supporting our local military this 
year. DAR members can show ties of service 
and friendship to the military community by 
continuing to serve our active military. 

One of National’s projects is Operation Holi-
day Support Texas Border (see flyer) in 
which USO San Antonio is asking DAR to 
support military members stationed on the 
southern border in Texas for the holidays. 

We are encouraged to join in the Wear Red 

Friday movement, it shows solidarity and 
support for our deployed service members 
until they return home to their families. By 
wearing red every Friday, it shows that we 
“Remember Everyone Deployed.” 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY 
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Conservation Committee 
Steffanie Ormisher, State Chair 

Don’t Leave Conservation Out in the Cold 

Thank you Utah Daughters for all the conservation work you do.  Every small conservation effort we take can 
add up to make a big difference. With winter arriving, here are a few ideas of ways we can continue our great 
work.  

When wrapping for the holidays, consider reusables. Fabric drawstring bags or gift bags you have saved 
work great. They are also an additional gift for the recipient.  

On nice days, get together and pick up litter at a local park. It’s a great way to catch up with friends, have fun, 
and serve our communities all at the same time.  

Have you read a good book lately? When you have finished with it, consider donating it to a Little Free Library 
nearby or to a local veteran care home.  

How about counting birds? The annual Christmas Bird Count will be held December 14, 2024 to January 5, 
2025. By participating, you can take part in a century of community science by registering for a count near 
you. Find more information at Audubon.org.  

And it’s never too early to start thinking about spring opportunities.  

February offers the Great Backyard Bird Count. In April we celebrate Earth Day, Arbor Day, and the Interna-
tional Dark Sky Week. 

Keep up the great work ladies! Our communities are very grateful.  

Steffanie Ormisher, (714) 904-3449, steffaniesca@gmail.com 

 Committee & Club Reports 

Fundraising Committee 
Danielle Cahoon, State Chair 

The Utah Regent Shoppe for the Gilliland Administration is Open! 

Shop Anytime: Our Zeffy store is open 24/7, allowing you to browse and shop 
at your convenience. 

Check Often: New products are added regularly, so check back frequently to 
see the latest offerings. 

Shipping Options: If you don’t select a shipping option, your order will 
be available for pick-up at the next state event. 

Avoid Unnecessary Donations: To avoid an automatic donation to 

the sales platform, select “other” in the contribution drop-down 
menu and enter $0 (see photo below for reference). 

Shop Now 

For assistance, please reach out to us at fundraising@utahdar.org. 
Thank you for supporting the Gilliland Administration! 

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/4f78f675-34ea-4e46-9783-4f92ad806299
mailto:fundraising@utahdar.org
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 Committee & Club Reports 

Children of the American Revolution (CAR) Committee 
Cindy M. Toone, State Chair 

The C.A.R. in Utah has GREAT leaders, senior leaders, projects, and activities. If you or your chapter 

hasn’t heard from the C.A.R. yet this year, let Cindy Toone know. They want to get the word out on the GREAT 

work they are doing, and the FUN activities they are having. 

 

Utah State Society 

Gracie Ann Christiansen, State President 

KariAnn Christiansen, Senior State President 

State Project–Goal to raise $2500 for Veterans for Wasatch Adaptive Sports, which empowers 

people with disabilities. 

 

Dominquez y Escalante Society – Salt Lake City area 

Tempe Brinton, Senior Society President 

Rebecca Reeder, Senior Society President 

Project—Donation to Peace House, which is dedicated to ending interpersonal violence and abuse, as 
well as empowering survivors to heal and thrive. 

 

Jemima Johnson Society – St. George area 

Chloe Ormisher, Society President 

Steffanie Ormisher, Senior Society President 

Project—Donation to Friends of Snow Canyon State Park, which focuses on historic preservation and 
educating school children. 

 

Wasatch Range Society – Provo area 

Aveleen Bullock, Society President 

Kelly Schaeffer-Bollock, Senior Society President 

Project—In honor of Colonel Gail Halvorsen, this project is to 
raise $500 for STEM kits to put in local schools. 

 

Upcoming Events 

March 8, 2025 – Utah State Society C.A.R. Conference. 

April 11-13, 2025 – National Convention in Arlington, VA. 

June 19-20, 2025 – Rocky Mountain Region and Western Region combined meetings in San Diego, CA. 

 

Cindy Toone – 801-859-7667 – cmtoone@yahoo.com 
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 Committee & Club Flyers 

Engaging_Members.ics

Double click  to open 

meeting invite 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r/eventedit/copy/NjhyYzk0c2xnZ2pmbm9icTBmNjY4OGxnOG4gY19kMWNhZjNmYTZjMjFlNzU5OTEwYmMwNTk2NTU1N2VlMjYwMjI5NjM0YWRkZjFkY2U5YjQ3NDczYWE5M2IzNTZmQGc/dmlzQHV0YWhkYXIub3Jn
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 Committee & Club Flyers 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Bi23XX_0YvzRKtsqehWn7zoVHeB448JL?usp=drive_link
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 Committee & Club Flyers 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2PHUN331TQ736/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
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 Events, Announcements, and More 

What’s Your Number??? 

Mrs. Gilliland's State Regent Projects include "Chapter and Member Education: Giving back to the chapters 
through training and incentives." So many of you support the State Regent's Projects year after year. This 
year if 25% of your chapter members purchase $10 or more from the Utah State Regent Shoppe then your 
chapter will be entered into a drawing at State Conference to receive 10% of the chapter’s purchases back in 
cash! But don’t stop once you hit your goal—keep going! The more your chapter purchases, the higher the po-
tential cash-back amount. There’s no limit to how much you could earn if your chapter's name is drawn at 
State Conference. 

So... What's your number? Ask your chapter regent. Shop through the link below or at the State Regent's 
Trunk Show! 

Shop Now! 

Thank you for supporting the Gilliland Administration. If you have any questions, please 

email fundraising@utahdar.org 

https://www.zeffy.com/ticketing/4f78f675-34ea-4e46-9783-4f92ad806299
mailto:fundraising@utahdar.org
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